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More than two per cent of the EU population with the 21st largest geography.

The Czech Republic has an ageing population, with more than one in �ve aged 65+ in 2019.

The country has a parliamentary democracy, with power rotated through the parties.

A relatively young country in the EU, independence was achieved in 1993.

It has an export-oriented economy, with a heavy reliance on foreign trade and a decentralised 
healthcare system, �nanced by compulsory social health insurance.

The Czech Republic has one of the highest hospital bed ratios in the EU, while the majority of 
hospitals are public-owned.

Headlines - Czech Republic



The medtech industry is strong in the Czech Republic. The country has a long tradition of 
technological innovation. 

There is a heavy reliance on important to support the industry as many Czech manufacturers 
export. The focus in recent years has been on innovation.

Headlines - Medtech



With a population of approx. 10.7m (2020), the Czech Republic accounts for 2.4 
per cent of the total EU population.

The population grew at 0.3 per cent in 2020, a much slower rate than has been 
seen in previous years. The population is expected to grow at a similar rate for 
the next 10 years. 

The population is made up of 51 per cent women and 49 per cent men. In 2020, 
there were 4.86m households in the Czech Republic, with an average family size 
of 2.5.

Gender

Women 51 Men 49

51%
49%

Population



Life expectancy in the Czech Republic is 79.2 years, below the EU 
average.

The Czech Republic is facing demographic population ageing.

In 2019, the population aged 65 represented 20 per cent of the 
total population.

The population is expected to age further due to increases in 
higher age groups.

Population - Age



• The country is land-locked within Central Europe, almost entirely 
surrounded by mountains, with an areas of 79k km².

• With a population density of 135 people per km², the Czech Republic 
is one of the more densely populated in the EU. 

• The national language is Czech, which belongs to the Slavic group of 
languages.

Geography & Language



Czech time is CET
(Central European Time)

2021 public holidays are: 

Time Zones & Holidays
Holiday Date

Restoration Day of the Independent

Czech State
January 1

Good Friday April 2

Easter April 5

Labour Day May 1

 Liberation Day  May 8

St Cyril & Methodius Day  July 5

Jan Hus Day  July 6

 St Wenceslas Day  September 28

 Independent Czechoslovak State Day  October 28

Struggle for Freedom & Democracy Day
November 17

 

Christmas December 24 & 25



The Czech economy is an export-oriented social market economy. International trade is vital 
to the Czech Republic.

The Czech currency is the koruna or Czech crown (Kč / CZK).

The Czech Republic’s score for economic freedom is above the world average, ranking 14th 
in the European region.

GDP & Economy



• The Czech Republic is a parliamentary democracy.

• There is a multi-party system in place, with power rotating regularly between 
the parties. 

• Independence was gained in 1993, when Czechoslovakia was divided into the 
Czech and Slovak Republics.

Politics



Healthcare is based on universal coverage, �nanced by social health insurance. The Czech Republic is a relatively low spender 
on healthcare, less than the EU average, with the fourth highest share of funding from public sources.

 
 

• People residing or working in the Czech Republic are eligible for 
full healthcare through a system of compulsory social health 
insurance (SHI).

• Healthcare is funded from public health insurance, direct 
payments, the national budget and regional budgets.

• SHI is assured by self-governing health insurance funds.
• The Czech Republic spends a higher share of its total health 

spending on prevention than many other EU member states, and 
is equal to the EU average.

 

• Following a series of reforms in the 1990s, state-owned 
hospitals are owned and managed by a range of entities: 
ministries (27 per cent in 2019), regions and municipalities 
(45 per cent).

• The Ministry of Health has a strong regulatory role in the SHI 
system.

Healthcare - How It Works



The Ministry of Health (MOH) is the main administrative and regulatory healthcare body in the Czech Republic. The State 
Institute for Drug Control (SÚKL), a body within the MOH, is responsible for medicines and medical devices. 

 

• EU regulations are directly applicable in the Czech Republic, 
with MDR coming into effect in May 2021.

• All medical devices must bear the CE marking in order to be 
marketed. 

• Any device must be registered on the Register for Medical 
Devices.

• The Czech Republic has adopted the Medical Devices 
Vigilance System.

 
 

• Hospital procedures are typically �nanced using a global 
budget principle.

• Insurance companies and providers annually negotiate 
reimbursement conditions and tariffs.

• The DRG system has been relaunched in recent years.

Healthcare - Regulations 



Physicians 

Hospitals  

The Czech Republic reports a density of doctors similar to the EU average, at 3.7 per 
1,000 population.

There were 187 hospitals in 2019, of which 154 were public.
A total of 10 were directly managed by the MOH.
While overcapacity in the system remains, steps have been taken to reduce the number of 
acute care beds, with the average length of stay in hospital nine days less than in 2018. 
There is a dense in-patient network, with one of the highest hospital bed ratios in the EU, 
at 6.6 per 1,000 population in 2018.
The Czech Medical Centre runs the second largest hospital in the Czech Republic, the 
University Hospital of Brno.

Clinical Information 



There is a long tradition of ground-breaking medical innovations in the Czech Republic. Jan 
Jansky was one of the �rst to identify four different blood types.

Eighty per cent of medical devices are imported into the Czech Republic. Imports from Germany 
and the US account for 50 per cent. 

Most devices manufactured in the Czech Republic are exported to other markets.

Multinational �rms are setting up regional hubs and service centres in Prague, as well as centres 
of excellence for research and clinical trials.

Technological innovations are key issues for the Czech Republic healthcare sector, with the 
focus being on increasing e�ciency.

eHealth is a particularly hot topic.

The Czech Republic is a popular destination for medical tourism.

Medical Technology Industry



For more information on the Czech 
Republic market or to enquire about any 
of our other geographical reports, please 
get in touch.

THANK YOU


