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• Saudi Arabia has the sixth largest population in the Middle East, with the largest geographical 
area.

• It is the largest economy in the Arab World, and the 20th largest import market. Petroleum 
exports accounting for a large share of the economy - nearly 70 per cent of the country’s total 
exports in terms of value in 2020, while 53 per cent of the Saudi government’s, and the 20th 
largest import market.

• Saudi Arabia is o�cially called the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, ruled by a hierarchical monarchy 
under King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud.

• Free access to GP and hospital treatment is guaranteed to all Saudi citizens and expatriates 
working in the public sector. The majority of hospitals are publicly-owned.The Saudi government 
is looking to privatise all hospitals through its Vision 2030 programme, a strategic framework to 
reduce the country’s dependence on oil, diversify its economy and develop public services.

• The medical devices market in Saudi Arabia is dependent on imports. 

Headlines - Saudi Arabia 



Source: www.data.worldbank.org 

• In 2020, the Saudi population reached 34.8m, and is expected to peak in 
2060.

• The population grew at 1.6 per cent in 2020,  approximately in line with the 
average growth rate of the Middle East region. 

• Life expectancy in Saudi Arabia is 75.13 years. In 2020, 3.5% of the Saudi 
population was aged 65+. 

Gender

Women 42 Men 58

42%

58%

Population



• The largest country in the Arabian Peninsula, with a land area of 
approx. 2.2km².

• One of the lowest population densities in the Middle East, with 15 
people per km².

• Riyadh is the largest city, as well as the capital, in Saudi Arabia, with 
an estimated population of 7.7m.

• 95% of the country is desert, containing the world’s largest 
contiguous sand desert (Rub’ al Khali), and is the largest country in 
the world by area with no permanent rivers.

• Arabic is the o�cial language of Saudi Arabia.

Geography & Language

Sources: www.indexmundi.com, www.worldpopulationreview.com, www.earthobservatory.nasa.gov, www.worldatlas.com   



Saudi Arabian time is Arabia 
Standard Time - UTC +3.

Daylight saving is not used.

The Saudi Arabian working 
week is Sunday to 

Thursday.
 

2022 public holidays are: 

Time Zones & Holidays

Holiday Date

Eid al-Fitr May 1 to 5

Eid al-Adha July 8 to 12

Arafat Day July 8 to 9

National Day September 23

Source: www.o�ceholidays.com



• Saudi Arabia has an oil-based economy with strong government controls over major 
economic activities, and is the largest economy in the Arab world. It is the world’s largest 
petroleum exporter. 

• Since 2016, Saudi Arabia has been encouraging growth in the private sector in order to 
diversify its economy. The Saudi government has launched various initiatives to raise 
employment levels among Saudi citizens. 

• Saudi Arabia is among the countries with the most notable improvement in doing 
business according to the World Bank Group’s Doing Business 2020 report. The Saudi 
currency is the riyal (SR).

GDP & Economy

Source: www.countryreports.org, www.borgenproject.org, www.doingbusiness.org, www.saudiembassy.net 



• Saudi Arabia is a hereditary monarchy based on Islam. The modern kingdom 
was founded in 1932, by Abdulaziz bin Abdul Rahman, also known as Ibn Saud. 

• While there is no legally-binding written constitution, the country adopted the 
Basic Law of Saudi Arabia in 1992 which identi�es the responsibilities and 
processes of the institutions. 

• Recently, restructuring of the system of governance has also restructured the 
role of Islam within Saudi politics. 

Politics

Source: www.saudiembassy.net, www.vision2030.gov.sa  



Saudi Arabia has a mixed public / private healthcare system, with around 60 per cent of services provided by the Ministry of Health 
(MOH). Spending on healthcare represents 6.6 per cent of GDP (2018). The health and social affairs budget showed a more than 
eight per cent increase in 2019 compared to the previous year.

• Free access to GP services and hospital treatment is guaranteed 
under the public healthcare system, for Saudi citizens and public 
sector workers. 

• Non-nationals must have mandatory health insurance. 
• The government is moving towards an insurance-based system, 

through closer partnerships with the private sector (Public-
Private Partnership, PPP, programmes).

• The private sector is being encouraged to have a greater 
involvement in healthcare through the Vision 2030 programme.

• The government plans to privatise all public hospitals. 
 

• Saudi Arabia has established medical cities to provide 
specialist health care services and expand coverage.

• 58 per cent of hospitals are public, 33 per cent private and 
nine per cent military.

• The MoH are launching health clusters, an integrated 
network of health care providers under one administrative 
structure serving one million people and allowing mobility of 
medical professionals within the health clusters system. 
Some of the clusters include Riyadh Health Cluster One and 
the Second Health Cluster in Central Region.

Healthcare - How It Works

Source: www.2016.export.gov, www.thelawreviews.co.uk, www.sfda.gov.sa 



The MOH is the regulator for most of the healthcare sector in Saudi Arabia, although the Ministry of Defence maintains its 
own standards. 

 

• Regulatory reforms have been established to encourage 
investment by the private sector.

• All manufacturers wishing to supply a medical device require 
Saudi Food & Drug Authority (SFDA) Market Authorisation 
(MDMA).

• All medical devices must comply with the Medical Device Interim 
Regulation before they can be placed on the market. 

• Medical Devices are also subject to the MDS-G11 Guidance on 
Medical Devices Advertising Requirements.

• Devices must be authorised in the reference country and 
manufacturers must appoint a representative in Saudi Arabia.

 

• Every government agency has its own full contracting 
authority.

• Foreign companies interested in bidding on a government 
project must make themselves known to the relevant 
agency.

Healthcare - Regulations 

Source: www.2016.export.gov, www.thelawreviews.co.uk, www.sfda.gov.sa  



Physicians 

Hospitals  

Lifestyle 

• There were 113,000 physicians in Saudi Arabia in 2019, up from 66,000 in 2010.
• There were 2.6 physicians per 1,000 people in 2018.

• In 2019, there were 478 hospitals in Saudi Arabia: 275 public, 158 private and 45 military.
• In 2017, there were 2.24 hospital beds per 1,000 population, with 68,000 beds, and 79 per cent of bed capacity in the public sector.
• The government is looking to increase the number of internationally accredited hospitals through its PPP programmes.
• There are �ve medical cities across the country. King Abdulaziz Medical City achieved Stage 7 of the EMRAM in 2019.

• Non-communicable diseases, such as diabetes and cancer, are the main cause of death.
• 2.5m people are expected to be diabetic by 2030. The Kingdom has one of the highest rates of tra�c accidents in the world.

Clinical Information 

Source: www.statista.com, www.worldlifeexpectancy.com 



• The medical devices market reached $3.87bn in 2018 in Saudi Arabia.

• Imports of medical devices accounted for more than 95 per cent of the market. Of this, 21 
per cent came from US companies.

• Imported medical devices are charged a �ve per cent custom duty. 

• Growth in the market is envisaged through the government’s Vision 2030 programme which 
is designed to expand the privatisation of services, incorporate health IT, and increase the 
number of licensed medical facilities. 

Medical Technology Industry

Source: www.ic.gov.sa, www.trade.gov, www.2016.export.gov  



For more information on the market in 
Saudi Arabia or to enquire about any of 
our other geographical reports, please get 
in touch.

THANK YOU


